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VOLUNTEER FUEL CARD 

562. Mr Y. MUBARAKAI to the Minister for Emergency Services: 
I refer to this government’s decision to extend the volunteer fuel card. How has the McGowan Labor government 
provided certainty for our emergency services volunteers, something the previous Liberal–National government 
failed to do? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

I thank the member for Jandakot and acknowledge his support for his local bush fire brigade—the 
Jandakot Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade. He does a great job there. 

The volunteer fuel card was introduced in 2015 by the then Liberal–National government. It was, in my view, 
funded by the National Party, particularly the bulk of it, out of royalties for regions, to ingratiate itself 
with the volunteers out there. I will explain that. The former government funded the volunteer fuel card only until 
2018–19. It was funded for only four years. The Liberal–National government wanted to ingratiate itself with the 
volunteers before the election, hoping it would get some votes out of it. That is what it did. Clearly, that worked! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: For the member for Jandakot and other members, I have some very good news. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, just let him finish. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The volunteer fuel card continues on, and will go beyond the period announced by the Liberal–
National government, which was until 2018–19, to 2020–21. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Those opposite are asking, “How much?” Of course it has been reduced. It is now going to be 
equitably distributed at $1 000 per annum — 

Mr D.T. Redman: You can’t do it? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Just listen, member. It will be equitably distributed at $1 000 per annum, metro and region, 
for a longer time. I am sure—not only am I sure, I know—the volunteers appreciate that because they have told 
me so. They actually appreciate what we do. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Mr Speaker, I bring your attention to the criticism that I have had over this volunteer fuel card, 
particularly from a member of the upper house who should know better. Hon Steve Thomas has claimed that 
somehow I have slurred the volunteers about making improper claims. He has put it in the following terms — 

“For Mr Logan to say the card is a ‘financial mess’ … he needs to ‘ensure taxpayers … are accounted for 
and spent appropriately’ devalues the amazing resource that these people so selflessly provide to their 
communities.” 

As the member for Midland has indicated to the house, never believe anything they say. Here is what I actually 
said, and I quote my press release — 

It is incumbent upon the McGowan Labor Government to make sure the scheme is not only sustainable 
and practical, but there is … appropriate oversight. 

Is there a problem with that? That is because the previous Liberal–National government issued the card with no 
rules whatsoever. The poor volunteers were left in the situation in which the brigade captains did not know how 
to actually expend the money. The previous government did not provide any guidelines, any oversight or any rules. 
I am being criticised—Mr Speaker, I will wind up, but I bring this to your attention—over this by someone called 
“Steve Thomas, MLA”. Where is Steve Thomas, MLA? Apparently he is the opposition’s shadow Minister for 
Environment; Water, and he is putting out press releases under a misleading claim that he is a member of this 
house. He is putting himself out as a member of this house. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Leader of the Opposition, I thought Steve Thomas might have learned something after he was 
devastated in the 2013 election by the member for Collie–Preston. I thought he might have learned something 
while he was outside the house. He has now caused a demarcation dispute with the fire and emergency services 
shadow minister in the upper house, and he clearly does not know which house he is in. Why does the Leader of 
the Opposition not provide a bit of leadership for his members in the upper house, if he possibly can! 
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